
Saturday, 20 May
08h30 Prayer Meeting, via Zoom link available on request

Sunday, 21 May
10h30 Morning Service Gary@oefc.co.uk

Our service will include a short time of thanksgiving for the life of
Nathan Carter-Whittley.  For the sermon, we shall be considering
1 Peter 4:1–6 and “leaving the past behind”.

18h30 Evening Service, with Gary Prickett and Alejandro Joya
Alejandro Joya will speak on Philippians 3:7–11, where the apostle
Paul speaks of “the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”

Monday, 22 May
10h15 table tennis session for men Lance@oefc.co.uk

Tuesday, 23 May
09h30 The extension will be in use until 11h30 by the Secretary to the

Trustees of the North Memorial Homes et al.  The Art@Oadby group
is not meeting today, but members of it are encouraged to go to the
beech – that is, to walk to a local park and draw a tree!

19h30 elders’ meeting

Wednesday, 24 May
09h30 Shining Stars contact Jane Green

A “stay and play” group for pre-school children and their carers.
14h30 Bible Study and Prayer, at the NMH Lance@oefc.co.uk

This time we shall take a first look at John 17:6–19.

Thursday, 25 May
19h30 Share and Prayer, chez Chinnery Luke@oefc.co.uk

An informal session in a home environment;  do come and join us!

Saturday, 27 May
08h30 Prayer Meeting, via Zoom link as before

Pentecost Sunday, 28 May Gary@oefc.co.uk
10h30 Morning Service

Continuing our series on Peter’s first letter, we look this morning
at 1 Peter 4:7–11 and “serving God’s grace”.

18h30 Evening Service
In the first of a new series, on John’s first letter, we shall be looking
at 1 John 1:1–4 and considering “the joy of knowing God”.

OEFC is a registered charity, number 10340055.  It is one of more than 600
churches affiliated to the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches.
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Come, let us join ourselves to the LORD in an ev-
erlasting covenant that will never be forgotten.

Did you know that we make video recordings of
most of our services?  The shortened forms of
these, comprising the Scripture reading and the
sermon in full, are released promptly on to our
YouTube channel so that you can listen again to
any sermon that you want to hear for a second
time or catch up on any that, because you have
been ill or away on family duties or holiday, you
have missed.  Access to the sermons is via

www.youtube.com/@OadbyEFC/videos

The ministry in our Sunday morning services
continues to be a systematic exposition of the
first letter of Peter – a series of sermons that
we expect will come to an end on 18 June.
In our Sunday evening services, we have been
looking at aspects of the nature of the church,
and particularly at God’s view of it.  Obviously
this is a hugely important topic for every local
church to consider, and we shall need to keep
coming back to it from time to time.
Over the summer months, however, the focus
of our Sunday evening services – starting on
28 May and running for ten weeks – will be on
another of the great letters found near to the
end of the New Testament, and systematically
we shall explore 1 John.
We shall say more about 1 John in the Bulletin
next week, but for now we would encourage
you to read the letter for yourself.  It will not
take long – there are fewer words in it than in
this Bulletin, read cover to cover! – so you can
read it several times over the next few days…

Church members are reminded that this year’s
Annual Church Meeting this year will be held
on Wednesday, 7 June at 19h30 in the NMH.
Please do book the date in your diaries.

This year’s East Midlands Churches’ Day will
be on Saturday, 17 June.  The organisers note
that the day will be “a wonderful expression of
gospel unity...  The Bible is central, the fellow-
ship is enriching, the venue is excellent, and
there’s something for all ages.”
The venue is Brockington College, Blaby Road,
Enderby, LE19 4AQ.  This is easy to find, and
there is lots of safe parking available on site.
The full programme for the day is given below.
You can, of course, come and go as you please!
10h00 – doors open

bookshop, exhibitors, café, bouncy castle
(see also under ‘parting with tools’ below)

10h45 – meetings for children
crèche;  children (5–10);  youth (11–14)

11h00 – main meeting
Confidence in the Day of Small Things
Bible ministry from Ian Parry, ex European
Mission Fellowship and now the pastor of
Grangetown Baptist Church in Cardiff.

12h30 – lunch (hog roast, café, bouncy castle)
13h30 – prayer or family film or it’s a knockout
 (the family film is “The Book of Daniel”)
14h30 – football
16h00 – finish

Woodworkers often claim that “you can never
have too many clamps” – and, no doubt, other
people make similar comments about the tools
they use for their hobby or profession.  But it is
more than likely that most of us have many
cables, tools or other things at hand that we no
longer need or are unlikely ever to use again.
One exhibitor at the East Midlands Churches’
Day will be TWAM (Tools with a Mission), who
collect unwanted but usable tools, refurbishes
them, sorts them into trade tool kits and sends
them to the developing world “for livelihood
creation.”  To see what items you could pass
on, go to https://www.twam.uk and click on:
“give to us” > “donate tools” > “tools wanted”

Please ask if you want to see a printed copy of
the list, which is helpful and very extensive!



The Old Testament book of Ruth, a literary gem,
records the changing fortunes of a Jewish family
over the course of about twelve years.
The early focus of the book is on two remarkable
women – Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth –
but then we read of Boaz, the man who became
Ruth’s husband, the great-grandfather of David
(Ruth 4:13–17) and in the line of descent leading
to Jesus (Matthew 1:5ff), He whom we sing of as
“the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son”.
What then, do we learn from Ruth 3:14–4:12?

We have seen already that Boaz was:
● well-off and well-respected (2:1,3), for he

was “a worthy man” who owned a field;
● well-liked by all who worked for him, since

they greeted him most warmly (2:4);
● well-informed, because of his close interest,

about local affairs (2:5–7, 11–12);
● well-disposed towards Ruth because of all

that she had done for Naomi (2:8–16).
Above all, Boaz was a man of integrity.  As
a consequence of this,
Ø Ruth felt perfectly safe with Boaz:  he who

had ordered his workers not to touch her
(2:9) would not himself take advantage of
her, even though she had approached him
alone at the dead of night (3:7,8);

Ø Ruth could be perfectly satisfied that Boaz
would do the right thing by her, for if not she
would scarcely have gone to him as she did!
He was not angry with her in the least, nor
prepared to risk inviting malicious gossip by
letting her be seen leaving, in broad daylight,
the place he had been sleeping (3:9–14);

Ø Ruth was well supplied by Boaz, and so took
home with her a generous gift (3:15–17);

Ø Ruth could be wholly sure, as was Naomi,
that Boaz would keep his word and would
resolve the matter that very day (3:13, 18).

Pray that God will raise up more people like
Boaz –men and women of integrity who, in all
things, set a good example and can be trusted
(cf Titus 2, especially verses 6–8).

We have our market places and town squares,
our assembly rooms and other civic buildings,
but in ancient Judean settlements the place to
gather together and meet people was next to
the town gate (cf Nehemiah 8:1).  As a result,
that became the place to conduct legal or pub-
lic business (hence the phrase “in the gate” in
Amos 5:10, 15).  Thus we read of Boaz sitting
down at the town gate with “the redeemer” –
the man who was a nearer kinsman to Naomi
than Boaz – and “ten men of the elders of the
city” (4:1,2):  there was important and legally-
binding business to be done!
Naomi had the right to raise money by selling
land belonging to her late husband (4:3), but
his family had the responsibility of redeeming
it (Leviticus 25:23–28).  This the nearer kins-
man was prepared to do, until he realised that
he would also have to marry Ruth – and then
any son born to her would have a share in the
inheritance he intended for his other children
(4:4,5;  cf Deuteronomy 25:5,6).  So he made
it clear publicly that he would not redeem the
property, but was happy formally to transfer
his right to do so to Boaz (4:6–8).
Boaz wanted there to be nothing underhand
about his marriage to Ruth or his acquisition of
the land that had been owned by Elimelech,
Naomi’s late husband.  So he appealed “to the
elders and all the people” to witness what had
occurred and, thereby, to confirm the propriety
and legality of the proceedings (4:9,10).
The response of those present was an enthusi-
astic endorsement of all that had taken place,
and a supportive prayer for the success of the
marriage of Boaz to Ruth (4:11,12).  Ruth had
taken refuge under the wings of their God, had
gone out of her way to look after Naomi – who
was, remember, a local girl (1:2) – and so had
found a place as much in their hearts as she had
in the heart of Naomi and the affections of Boaz.
How joyous thing a thing it is when God brings
together a man and a woman, particularly in
the midst of and with the support of His people.
Thank God that He does so still, and pray that
in our marriages we may “act worthily” (4:11).



● A faithful ministry of the word of God not only
teaches what the Bible teaches;  it also empha-
sizes what the Bible emphasizes.  Emphasis is
not difficult to spot in Psalm 136:1–9, where
the phrase “for his steadfast love endures for
ever” forms the second part of each verse.  We
should praise God that He never changes and,
supremely, is our loving heavenly Father.

● We continue to pray for countries in turmoil,
noting wars in Sudan and Ukraine/Russia;  the
conflict and humanitarian crisis in Yemen;  the
lands affected by famine and flood;  the large
number of of economic and political migrants
fleeing to western Europe from Central Asia,
the Middle East and parts of Africa, and to the
USA from Latin America.

● Pray for our nation – for the Royal Family;  for
politicians in our national and devolved gov-
ernments;  for all newly-elected councillors;
for leaders in our armed forces, emergency
services, educational establishments, health
service etc.  Pray most of all for a great revival
of religion in our churches nationwide.

● Pray for Carley Evangelical Baptist Church, at
work on the very needy St Matthews’ Estate,
and for God’s work:
in Tamil Nadu, especially through the varied
work of Valathi Outreach Church Ministries;
in Madagascar – in Antananarivo (remember
the Desboroughs) and Mandritsara (remem-
ber the Watts, and the ministries based at and
reaching beyond the Good News Hospital);
in Nigeria, especially for the Wallis family as
they adjust to life, school and work in Africa;
in Carcassonne in southern France;
in Costa Rica and Latin America (remember
Ian and Brenda Darke).

● Praise and pray for God’s work at OEFC:
for our Sunday services and meetings mid-
week for outreach, Bible Study and prayer;
for our young people, especially those facing
the rigours of public examinations at present;
for all in our church family tackling bereave-
ment, family problems, grief or ill health.

On Sunday, 21 May, Steven Green is leading the
evening service at 18h00 at Mount Road Baptist
Church in Hinckley.

The apostles taught that the ascension of Jesus,
and His present session at the right hand of God,
were the culmination of His work of redemption.
We ought to make more of this than we do, giving
thanks to the Lord for the ascension and for the
the work that Jesus is doing for us even now.

Jesus Christ, ascended priest,
passing through the clouds for me,

entering the Holy Place,
there to be my surety.

Interceding in my name,
He is my security;

through His blood, shed once for all,
I am cleansed eternally.

Jesus Christ, ascended King,
comes with clouds to heaven’s throne.

Son of Man with glory crowned,
rule belongs to Him alone.

Jesus now empowers His church,
Jesus now protects His own.

He is with us to the end
as we make His gospel known.

Jesus Christ, ascended man,
passing through the clouds for me,
there before the Father’s throne,

our redeemed humanity.
Human flesh is now with God,

Jesus is our guarantee.
He will soon make all things new,

reign in love eternally.
Tim Chester © 2012

Gifts towards God’s work in and through OEFC
can be posted to us, placed in our offertory box
or sent by bank transfer to ‘OEFC’ (use account
number 93854876 and sort code 20–49–08).
If you pay income tax, you can boost your gift, at
no cost to yourself, by 25p for each £1 you give.
For details of this Gift Aid scheme, please talk to
Stuart Glover, who is our treasurer pro tem.


